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PREFACE 

Action f o r  Boston Comuni t y  Development has undertaken t h i s  

repor t  on Boston's Chinese community as a means o f  i l l um ina t i ng  con- 

d i t i ons  among one o f  the C i t y ' s  least-known, y e t  o ldest ,  m inor i t y  

groups. In preparing it, the staf f  o f  ABCD's  Planning and Evaluation 

Department obtained a cross-section o f  views and opinions from many 

members of the eommuni ty ,  and of the organizations which are i n -  

volved w i t h  it, and d i s t i l l e d  the resu l t s  o f  t h i s  research w i th  the 

1 i t t l e  quan t i ta t i ve  data t ha t  could be derived from ex i s t i ng  sources. 

While a less immediate deadline would have allowed a greater range of 

views t o  be represented, l i t t l e  more i n  the way o f  concrete data can 

be developed u n t i l  the 1970 Census and other d i r e c t  surveys o f  the 

community are tabu1 ated and analyzed. When t h i  s  i s  accompl i shed, much 

more w i l l  be known tha t  can only be extrapolated o r  assumed a t  present. 

F ina l ly ,  i t  must be noted that ,  a1 though prel iminary d ra f t s  have been 

discussed wi th  various members of the Chinese community, t h i s  f i n a l  

version i s  the sole r espons ib i l i t y  o f  ABCD's planning s t a f f .  
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woanen, the garment industry, is  i n  a long-tern decline, and the 

growth prospects of other industries able to use non-English 

speaking labor i s  limited, 

Problems among Chinese youth are also growing. The 

strength of the Chinese family cannot always cope with the strains of 

the M i g r a n t  experience, and the youngest children are often l e f t  

alone when both parents work because of the lack of day care faci l i t ies .  

The expectations of parents conflict with &he inabi l i ty  of thei r  children 

to excel i n  a school system which offers inadequate Ehgfish language 

training. Teenagers, especially those who have grown up in Hong Kong, 

are dropping out of school a t  an increasing rate, and some have begun 

to follow the pattern of delinquency found among Amerban youth. 

For the native-born, the conflict between the values of their peers 

and thoee of their parents introducesan interne cross-cultural conflict. 

The disproportionate number of elderly males, unable t o  

re t i re  to China i n  the traditional manner, constitute a particularly 

di f f icul t  problem. Often they are without the families who would 

normally support them, and must l ive  with other elderly men i n  cramped, 

overcrowded quarters, ESdstence i n  nursing homes i s  often insupportable 

because of the language barrier and the lack of customary food. 

Although l i t t l e  quantitative date e d s t s  for  the Chinese, 

several comparisons can be made with other groups. In nearly every 

case, the Chinese community is  shown to  have greater problems than 

most others i n  the City. 

-Chinatown's median family income of $5,170 is the lowest i n  the 
City, and is  $530 lees than that  of the next lowest &-poverty 
target area, 

&ixty-three percent of Chinese families have annual incomes of 



l e s s  than $6,000, and 2 1  percent earned l e s s  than $3,000. In 
contrast, 46 percent of black fEpniUes earn less than $6,000, 
and 12 percent l e s s  than $3,000, Comparable data fo r  the 
Spanish-speaking a re  not available. Among a ~ t  i -poverty neigh- 
borhoods, Chrinatown ranks s ix th  i n  the proportion of families 
earning l e s s  than $3,000 per year, and next t o  l a s t  i n  the 
proportion earning l e s s  than $6,000. Relatively many families 

earn more than $3,000 because almost a l l  wives work, but the i r  
combined ef for t s  serve only t o  provide them w i t h  a family i ncme  
a t  subsistence level. 

-The mean family s ize  i n  Chinatown i s  3.4 compared t o  2.9 f o r  the 
City as  a uhole. These large familSes are more crowded than i n  
the r e s t  of the City; 78 percent of the a rea i@ housing units 
have more than one person per roam, compared t o  8 percent i n  the 
City as a whole. 

-Almost half of the Chinese pupils enrolled i n  Boston Public schoola 
i n  1969 were foreign born, but Engush as  a Second Language 
training was provided t o  only one third of this group. Two years 
before, one-half had received this inetruction. Several schools 
with large numbers of foreign-born Chinese children provided no 
ESL whatever. 

-Nearly 70 percent of heads of households i n  Chinatown have l e s s  
than an eighth grade education, and only 12 percent a re  high 
school graduates. Both rates  are  twice those of t b n o s t  com- 
parable target  area. 

-While unemployment as such is very low, one survey found tha t  82 
percent of Chinese heads of households are employed i n  service 
jobs, p r e m b l y  i n  restaurants and laundries. In the City as  a 
whole, only 12 percent of household heads were so employed. 

-The infant mortality rate  among Chinese i n  1966 was 66.7 per 
thousand, two and one-halt' times greater than in  the City a s  a 
whole and 150 percent greater than i n  1960. The incidence of 
new tuberculosis cases i s  192 percent greater than i n  the City 
and the general death ra te  i s  129 percent greater, ye t  no medical 
f a c i l i t i e s  are  easi ly available i n  Chinatown i t s e l f .  Residents 
generally patronize Boston City Hospital a mile away i n  preference 
t o  the Tufts-Mew England Medical Center on the edge of t h e i r  
neighborhood. 

-Seventy-two percent of Chinatown's housing is  deteriorating or  
dilapidated, compared to percent in  the City. 

Despite the magnitude of these problems, there are  almost 

no social  services direct ly available t o  the ccunmunity. Chinatown 



itselk' is not h l u d e d  in any anti-poverty target area, and generally 

the only voluntary agencies serving the Chinese are those with concerned 

Chinese on thei r  staff.  Knowledge of available semioes is  slight, and 

the language barrier i s  often i n m u n t a b l e  without the presence of 

one of the communityts few translators. 

In  the face of these diff icult ies,  Bostonls Chinese 

leadership has the advantage8 of the aommunityls wnaU size and the 

incipient nature of many of its problems. They are generally aware of 

the existenoe of many of them, and are willj.ng t o  work together t o  

meet thean. T h i s  lstrength is the greatest asset  the community has, but 

the example of Chinese c o d t i e s  i n  San Franoisco and New York 

provides a clear picture of what is  i n  store i f  Boetonrs problems 

are not met. 
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TABLE 1 : Chinese Immlgrati on t o  the United States, 1820-1970 
1 

Year o r  Decade Nuthber Annual Average 

*Less than ten. 

 or the years 1820-1950, data are tabulated by country o f  l a s t  r es i -  
dence; from 1951 t o  1970, by country of b i r t h .  For the l a t t e r  two 
decades, those barn i n  Taiwan and Hong Kong are included w i t h  those 
born i n  China. 

2~mnig ra t ion  f o r  1970 i s  estimated a t  16,297. 

Sources: Imnigrat ion and Natura l iza t ion Service, U. S. Department o f  
Justice, Annual Re o r t ,  1969, Tables 13 and 14, and The New 
York T i m e d  1970. 



A, Chinese i n  America 

The Chinese were the f i r s t  ethnic group t o  f ee l  the 

ef fects o f  a growing ant i - fore ign sentiment among America's na t i ve  

population. They a lso were the ob ject  o f  the severest form of re- 

s t r i c t i o n .  Under the Exclusion Act o f  1882, a law which was i n  ef- 

fect  f o r  s i x t y  years, a l l  Chinese were barred from the country w i th  

the exception o f  a l i e n  wives and ch i ldren o f  American c i t i zens .  This 

s ta tu te  was reinforced by the Immigration Act of 1924, which denied 

c i t i zensh ip  t o  a l l  a l i e n  or ienta ls ;  even the wives and ch i ld ren  o f  

c i t i zens  were excluded by t h i s  l eg i s l a t i on .  The e f f e c t  o f  these re- 

s t r i c t i  ons was t o  keep the populat ion o f  Chinatown cons is tent ly  small 

and predominantly male despite condit ions of war, famine and p o l i t i c a l  

upheaval i n  China. 

U n t i l  a f t e r  World War 11, many Chinese considered t h e i r  

American stay t o  be a temporary one. H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  young Chinese men 

general ly emigrated wi th  the i n ten t i on  o f  provid ing support f o r  t h e i r  

fami 1 i e s  a t  home before eventual l y  re turn ing t o  China themselves. 

They consequently l e f t  wives and ch i ld ren  behind and d i d  no t  embrace 

Western cu l ture  and American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  No more than h a l f  ever 

returned, but  t h i s  was the dominant expectation and the i nd i v i dua l  I s  

success i n  America was measured by the amount he was able t o  send t o  

h i s  fami ly and the number of times he was able t o  re tu rn  home. 

I n  subordinating h i s  own personal advancement i n  American 

society t o  the needs and desires of h i s  elders, the Chinese immigrant 

was subscribing t o  the cu l t u ra l  values of r u r a l  China. I n  t h a t  crowded 



and competi t ive ag r i cu l t u ra l  society, surv iva l  depended on fami ly  

uni t y  ; the s tab i  1 i t y  o f  the soci a1 s t ruc tu re  depended i n  1 arge measure 

on the ind iv idua l  f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  r espons ib i l i t y  t o  the qroup. I n d i -  

vidual happiness had l i t t l e  place i n  t h i s  e th i c  of obedience and 

f i l i a l  p ie ty ,  which drew i t s  philosophy o f  status and obedience from 

Confucianism. I n  every respect, the ind iv idua l  was expected t o  de- 

f e r  t o  the wisdom and p r i v i l eges  o f  h i s  elders. 

While i n  t h i s  country, Chinese se t t l ed  fo r  the most pa r t  

i n  the communities establ ished by t h e i r  predecessors i n  the cent ra l  

areas o f  la rge c i t i e s ,  where they were governed by fami l y  associa- 

t ions and the ubiqui tous Chinese Consol idated Benevolent Associ a- 

t i ons  , which incorporated almost a1 1 community groups and provided 

a veh ic le  f o r  deal ing w i t h  most soc ia l  and economic problems v t i  thout  

reference t o  American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Generally, they worked in the t'ew 

occupations open t o  them, o r  i n  which t h e i r  w i l l ingness t o  11ort: 

long and hard hours gave them a competi t ive advantage. Perhaps the 

most t yp ica l  was t ha t  o f  laundryman, an occupation which has ac- 

counted for  the small numbers o f  Chinese spread throughout most 

urban .areas geographical l y  i so la ted  from Chi natonns even where 

these existed. Where Chinatowns were established, they provided 

employment opportuni t ies i n  groceries, reS%arrrants, t rad ing con+ 

panies and other  establishments serving the Chinese community. 

For the most par t ,  however, occupations outside the community v~ere 

not  open t o  Chinese. 



Because the communities 1 argely consisted o f  adu l t  males, 

few Chinese went t o  American schools, a prime f ac to r  i n  the Americaniza- 

t i o n  o f  other immigrant groups. Even those who managed t o  es tab l i sh  

fami 1 i e s  were re1 uctant  t o  assimi 1 ate, and many second-generation 

ChSnese were sent back t o  China t o  be educated, Because many fami l ies  

came from ru ra l  China, however, they d i d  no t  i nva r i ab l y  share the 

t h i r s t  f o r  education t ha t  i s  commonly thought o f  as a Chinese t r a i t ,  

and d i d  not always encourage t h e i r  ch i ld ren t o  acquire more o f  an 

American education than t ha t  required by law. 

The e f f e c t  o f  these factors--among them the temporary 

stay o f  most Chinese, the preponderance of adu l t  males, the v i r t u a l  

absence o f  women, strong t i e s  t o  the homeland and t o  the Chinese 

cu l tu re  , the prejudice against Chinese expressed by many Americans 

i n  d a i l y  l i f e  as wel l  as through the immigration laws, and the exis-  

tence o f  an autocrat ic ,  h ighly-structured soc ie ty  i n  which a pre- 

dominate value was respect f o r  the elders--was t o  i s o l a t e  the Chinese 

from the common experience o f  o ther  immigrant groups. As the " u l t i -  

mate foreigners" i n  America, they were excluded from most soc ia l  i n -  

s t i  tu t ions by prejudice and by t h e i r  own cu l ture .  Similarly, the 

communities they founded i n  American c i t i e s  t y p i c a l l y  grew and re in -  

forced themselves even as i nd i v i dua l  Chinese became successful enough 

t o  fo l  low the t r a d i t i o n a l  pat terns o f  other upwardly mobile immigrant 

groups. 

The end o f  t h i s  stage i n  the development o f  Chinese corn- 

munit ies i n  the United States came w i th  the passage of less r e s t r i c t i v e  



immigration l e g i s l a t i o n  a t  the end of World War I 1  and the conclusion 

o f  the Chinese c i v i l  war i n  1949, which closed the mainland t o  re- 

turn ing Chinese. On one hand, men who had planned t o  re tu rn  t o  main- 

land China were prevented from doing so, and Mere eventual l y  forced 

t o  r e t i r e  i n  the Unitedl States; but, on the other, the admission o f  

women and ch i ldren made the establishment o f  a normal Amerfcan Chinese 

conununity possible f o r  the f i r s t  time. The Chinese who a r r i ved  a f t e r  

1949 could not expect t o  re turn  t o  China, nor could they fo l low the 

t r a d i t i o n a l  pract ice  o f  remi t t i ng  a por t ion  o f  t h e i r  earnings t o  

r e l a t i ves  on the mainland. The Chinese ch i ld ren who were born i n  

t h i s  per iod were the f i r s t  large group df American-born Chinese, as 

the immigrants who a r r i ved  a f t e r  the war were the f i r s t  t o  be com- 

ml t ted t o  the immigrant experience i n  American society.  

The repeal i n  1943 o f  the Chinese Exclusion Act and the 

clauses o f  the Immigration Act o f  1924 bar r ing  o r i en ta l s  from c i t i zen -  

sh ip  put  the Chinese on the same foo t ing  as other immigrant groups. 

An annual quota of 105 per year was established, exclusive o f  immedi- 

ate re la t i ves  o f  Pmerican c i t izens.  Imnediately a f t e r  the war, a 

Presi dent i  a1 D i rec t i ve  authorized the admission o f  Chinese wives and 

ch i ld ren o f  American servicemen, wi thout  regard t o  the quota, and 

2,600 more were admitted under the displaced Persons Act o f  1948. 

A f t e r  the close o f  the revo lu t ion i n  1949, over 14,000 addi t ional  

Chinese were admitted under a succession o f  Refugee Re l ie f  Acts. 

While the repeal o f  the most r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  and 

the in t roduct ion o f  a small annual quota were s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  es tab l ish ing 





r e s e t t l e  i n  Chinese comrnuni t ies ,  but, 1 i ke other upwardly mobi l e  

second-generation Americans, establ ished themselves i n  middle-class 

communities i n  the suburbs. As w i th  other immigrant groups, those 

who were most able and w i l l i n g  t o  assimi late d i d  so; t o  a ce r t a i n  

extent, t h i s  inev i tab ly  meant t ha t  those who remained behind were 

those who were less w i l l i n g  o r  able t o  sac r i f i ce  t r a d i t i o n a l  values 

and pursu i ts  . 
Another d j v i s i v e  factor  i n  the post-war per iod was the 

presence of sharp ethnic and c lass d is t inc t ions .  The vast ma jo r i t y  

o f  those who emigrated t o  America were peasants from southern China . 
who spoke a ru ra l  Cantonese d ia lec t ;  on ly  a few were northerners, 

a group which speaks the Mandarin d i a l e c t  and from which the t r a -  

d i t i o n a l  r u l i n g  e l i t e s  were drawn. A f t e r  the revolut ion,  many !Ian- 

dar in  students were stranded i n  America. Almost none s e t t l e d  i n  

Chinatowns, but  jo ined the educated Cantonese i n  r e j ec t i ng  the low- 

status laundrymen, restaurant workers, and shopkeepers who formed 

the major i  ty .  Despite t h i s  d iv is ion,  however, Chinatowns continued 

t o  perform a cent ra l  place funct ion as a source o f  food, cu l tu re  and 

f r iendsh ip  f o r  Chinese throughout metropol i tan regions. 

Economically, two new pursu i ts  have been important t o  

the Chinese i n  the post-war period. Chinese restaurants, which f i r s t  

gained popular i ty  among whi te Americans during the twenties, have ex- 

panded i n t o  the suburbs, provid ing employment f o r  many Chinese who 

commuted out  from Chinatowns. I n  one respect, the Chinese have been 

for tunate i n  having t h i s  aspect o f  t h e i r  cu l tu re  i n  such demand, as 
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TABLE 2: Major Occupational Categories o f  Chinese Admitted t o  
the Uni ted States, 19691 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  
A1 1 

Occupational 
Categories 

A1 1 Reporting 
Number Admi t ted 0 c c u p a ~ i  ons 

Professional , technical  
and kindred 2,882 

Farmers and farm 
managers 

Managers, o f f i c i a l s  
and p ropr ie to rs  61 7 

C le r i ca l  and k indred 722 

Sales 

Craftsmen , foremen 
and k i  ndred 

Operatives and 
kindred 

Domes t i c s  542 2.6 6.9 

Servi ce 1,290 6.2 16.5 

Farm 1 aborers 18 0.1 0.2 

Other 1 aborers 31 6 1,5 4.0 

Subtotal 

Housewives, ch i ld ren  and 
others f o r  which occupa- 
t i o n  no t  reported 1 3,076 62.5 

- -- - 

Total  20,893, 100,0% 

' Immigrants born i n  China, Taiwan and Hang Kong. 

Source: Immigration and Natural i z a t i  on Service, U. S. Department o f  
Just ice,  Annual Report, 1969, Table 8A. 














































































































































































